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Announcement:

My father, Masabumi Kikuchi, who lived in New York has passed away at the North
Shore University Hospital in Long Island.

The official time of death was EST 10:05 pm, July 6th, 2015 (Japan time 11:05am
July 7th, 2015).

He died after an intensive medical care and surgery to help him recover from
brain damage caused by internal bleeding, which kept him unconscious.

During hospitalization, he also suffered from severe pneumonia,

but the direct cause of his death was subdural hematoma.

Born October 19th, 1939, he was 75 years old.

Details of the funeral or memorial service has not been decided yet.

Even if he remained unconscious, he did show some reactions, and doctors have
told that he was in a lot of pain.

However, | feel certain that he had wished to recover from this condition and
play the piano once again,

rather than to give up hope just to be released from the pain.

I have only spent the first three years in my |ife with my father and we did not
have such a strong relationship with each other

Though, I know that he had an extraordinary talent as a musician, as a pianst,
to inspire and move |isteners at the deepest level.

This is from more than 10 years ago, so he might say that he changed his mind,
but I would |ike to quote his words that gave me a strong impression.

“For a musician —or should I say improviser?- |ike me, words are neither
necessary nor important.

One other thing is, I don't think so-called 'creative musicians exist in this
world, and I confirm this to myself more and more everyday.

We just bring music that already exists somewhere in space to where we are,

by falling into a trance.

[ want to improve my sense of perception so I can transmit the music with as
much detail and accuracy as possible.”

There is nothing that makes me happier than to know that the music my father
left us would become a light in someone’ s heart.

To everyone who loved my father's music,

to friends in New York who sent him off playing his music,

and all the people who had been so kind and patient with him in spite of the
troubles he caused,

I would |ike to express much appreciation on behalf of my father
Thank you.

Abi Kikuchi
Juy 8th, 2015
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